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sistently clung to their native woods and streams, despite
the advance of civilization around them.

There are about fifteen hundred Winnebagoes now living
in Wisconsin. Some fourteen hundred are now on the
pay-roll. By act of congress, January 18, 1881, it was pro-
vided that there should be a census taken of both those in
Nebraska and those in Wisconsin. All those in Wisconsin
before that date were to be enrolled in this state, and those
then in Nebraska were to be enrolled there.! The result
was that those who returned from Nebraska to Wisconsin
after that date,—and one or two hundred have done so,—
are not entitled to enrollment here; hence cannot, except
by misrepresentation, get government pay. This is the
penalty for making a change of residence, although I be-
lieve that any Wisconsin Winnebago who should care to
go to Nebraska would find no difficulty in getting him-
self removed from the Wisconsin roll to the Nebraska.
But this is not likely, for they do not enjoy life on the
reservation, the universal complaint there being that they
cannot earn enough from the land to support themselves,
and that the government payment is too small to do any
good; while the government officers and interpreters there

! Section 15, act of congress approved March 3, 1875, provided that any
Indian who was head of a family and twenty-one years old, and had aban-
doned tribal relations, should be entitled to the benefits of the homestead
act of May 20,1862.. Such Indian homestead is declared not subject to en-
cumbrance or alienation, and any such Indian homesteader is entitled to
his share of tribal annuities, funds, lands, and other property, the same as
though he had maintained tribal relations. Under this act, a great many
Wisconsin Winnebagoes took up claims of forty acres each. Act of con-
gress approved January 18, 18381, directed the secretary of the interior to
have separate censuses taken of the Winnebagoes in Wisconsin and Ne-
braska, and adjust the accounts between the two bands. Under the act of
June 25, 1864, a fund amounting to $96,639.93 had accumulated in the
United States treasury to the credit of the Wisconsin band; besides much
that was due them out of sums already paid to the Nebraska band. The
act of 1881 sought to secure the pro rata payment of interest on the
fund due the former, but only to those heads who had taken up home-
steads or who should promise to spend the money in at once taking up
and improving land.— ED,



